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the foreign embassies for intervention, elaborate propa-
ganda in the interior provinces, merciless deportation
of the liberals, recrudescence of political espionage, and
systematic repression.
The deep-seated suspicion of the Sultan accentuated
under the reaction of these nervous shocks, and espe-
cially under the pernicious influence of the vast spy sys-
tem with which he had surrounded himself, gave him a
morbid anxiety and monomania on the subject of treason.
As a result, he chose, as members of his immediate fol-
lowing, those persons who gave him the most incon-
testable proofs of blind servility. Naturally, these peo-
ple could be recruited only from the ranks of those who
were narrow-minded or corrupt or both. It is not at all
astonishing that under these conditions, the ignoble cam-
arilla, exploiting unceasingly the master's morbid terror
of plots (largely imaginary) directed against the secur-
ity of his person and his reign, should have incited him
to more and more arbitrary acts, and to harsher repres-
sions. These very excesses paved the way for decisive
liberal action.
Several propaganda committees were organized within
the country and abroad. That of "Union and Progress''
was established in 1896 within the faculty of medicine at
the Turkish University at Constantinople, but its foun-
ders soon found themselves obliged to go into voluntary
exile abroad in order to escape the terrible fate reserved
for the Young Turks who fell into the hands of the secret
police. The League of Personal Initiative and of Admin-
istrative Decentralization, which later operated in
France, possessed a vitality superior to that of the pre-
ceding organization, and rose considerably above it due
to the strong intellectual tone of its political and social
program. A multitude of propaganda organs sprang up
at the same time, and the Young Turk journals published
at Cairo, Geneva, Paris and London were disseminated

